
S A L T  O F  T H E  E A R T H  A N D  L I G H T  O F  T H E  W O R L D :  
CELEBRATING, LISTENING AND WALKING TOGETHER IN A SPIRIT OF COMMUNION

PARTICIPATION AND MISSION.  (Mk 15 : 16)

The individual bishops, who are placed in charge of particular churches, 
exercise their pastoral government over the portion of the People of God 
committed to their care. For it is the duty of all bishops to promote and to 
safeguard the unity of faith and the discipline common to the whole Church, 
to instruct the faithful to love for the whole mystical body of Christ, especially 
for its poor and sorrowing members and for those who are suffering persecution 
for justice's sake, and finally to promote every activity that is of interest to the 
whole Church, especially that the faith may take increase and the light of full 
truth appear to all men. And this also is important, that by governing well their 
own church as a portion of the universal Church, they themselves are effectively 
contributing to the welfare of the whole Mystical Body, which is also the body of 
the churches.

The task of proclaiming the Gospel everywhere on earth pertains to the body of 
pastors, to all of whom in common Christ gave His command, thereby imposing 
upon them a common duty. From this it follows that the individual bishops, 
insofar as their own discharge of their duty permits, are obliged to enter into a 
community of work among themselves and with the successor of Peter, upon 
whom was imposed in a special way the great duty of spreading the Christian 
name.  With all their energy, therefore, they must supply to the missions both 
workers for the harvest and also spiritual and material aid, both directly and on 
their own account. as well as by arousing the ardent cooperation of the faithful. 
And finally, the bishops, in a universal fellowship of charity, should gladly 
extend their fraternal aid to other churches, especially to neighboring and 
more needy dioceses in accordance with the venerable example of antiquity.

This variety of local churches with one common aspiration is splendid evidence of 
the catholicity of the undivided Church. In like manner the Episcopal bodies of 
today are in a position to render a manifold and fruitful assistance, so that this 
collegiate feeling may be put into practical application. ✜

No 23. This collegial union is apparent also in the mutual relations of the 
individual bishops with particular churches and with the universal 
Church. The Roman Pontiff, as the successor of Peter, is the perpetual and 
visible principle and foundation of unity of both the bishops and of the 
faithful.  The individual bishops, however, are the visible principle and 
foundation of unity in their particular churches,  fashioned after the model of 
the universal Church, in and from which churches comes into being the one 
and only Catholic Church. For this reason the individual bishops represent 
each his own church, but all of them together and with the Pope represent 
the entire Church in the bond of peace, love and unity.
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